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PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL

“Shadowed beneath thy hand, may we forever stand, true to our God, true to our native land.”
— “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” ELW Hymn 841

The Super Bowl has become far more than a championship football
game during its sixty years of existence; it has become a cultural
HEAVEN. phenomenon, something of an unofficial holiday. The hype
surrounding the game is all-consuming, and millions of people tune
into the game at parties that celebrate not only the game but the shared
experience that crosses borders and cultural boundaries. The
broadcasts are among the highest-rated television programs in history,
and the experience includes not only the game that determines the
NFL champion but also the halftime show, the commercials, and the
opening ceremonies. This year, the opening of the game included a
e concert by Green Day, the singing of “America the Beautiful” by
Brandi Carlile, a stirring rendition of “The Star-Spangled Banner” by Charlie Pugh, and a
powerful performance of “Lift Every Voice and Sing” by Coco Jones. The last song may be
a surprising addition to the Super Bowl festivities, since it is a Christian hymn that has its
roots in the African American community. While it is not an official national anthem, it is a
song that has great meaning to a people who have suffered greatly and who yet can sing an
anthem of praise to the God “who has brought us thus far on the way” and to whom God’s
people pray that “shadowed beneath thy hand, may we forever stand, true to our God, true
to our native land.”
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As I heard this wonderful performance of this power hymn of faith, I thought of a day this
month in which we pledged our loyalty to the country that has become “our home and native
land.” March 15 will mark the fourth anniversary of the day when Susan and I became
Canadian citizens (the “Ides of March” turned out better for us than for Julius Caesar!). While
we had lived in Canada for many years, on that day this country truly became our home as we
joined with 67 people from 23 countries in taking the Oath of Citizenship in which we
promised to be faithful and bear true allegiance to the Queen and her successors and to “‘fulfill
my duties as a Canadian citizen.” While Canada is not the land of our birth, Canada is the
country that we do consider “our home and native land” and the nation to which we will “stand
on guard for thee.”

As we are celebrating this important milestone in our lives, we are all called to consider what
it means to be “frue to our God [and] true to our native land.” As Christians, we are called
to be faithful to God’s call to hear God’s Word and to live in obedience to our Lord’s teaching
on how we are to live and serve, fulfilling the command of Christ to “love one another as I
have loved you.” (John 15:12). As citizens of the nation in which we live, we are called to
share this love with our neighbours and fellow citizens as we fulfill the duties of Canadian
citizenship; these duties include obeying the law, voting in elections, serving on a jury, taking
responsibility for oneself and one’s family, and helping others in the community. It is a
reminder that while we believe that “our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we
are expecting a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Philippians 3:20), we are also citizens of the
community and the nation we call home, so that we may shine the light of Christ’s love in the
place we live in and serve following in the footsteps of our Lord who came “not to be served
but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). As children of God who
have been born anew to a living hope through out baptism into Christ, we are called to live
among our fellow neighbours and citizens to be a source of light and hope that will bear the
message of God’s love to the people among whom we live.

e “Christianity does have a mission to the world, and that mission is the most basic
reason for the existence of the church ... it is sent out (that is what the word “apostolic”
means), usually against its will, by the God who has called it into being, because of
love for the world. The mission of the church is of central importance to Christian
faith, so much so that it constitutes the most basic reason why the church must exist.”
— Douglas John Hall

A friend recently asked me which nation I was cheering for in the Winter Olympics. While I
still have many connections to the land of my birth, I told her that when it comes down to a
choice between nations my focus will be cheering for the land to which I pledged my loyalty
four years ago (we even have a friendly wager as to which nation will win the gold medal in
hockey!). For all of us who pledge “true patriot love” to the land we call home, may we always




be faithful to God as citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven and to our native land where we are
called to live and serve, shining the light of Christ’s love before our neighbours so that all may
“see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16).

Your fellow citizen,
Pastor Jeff Laustsen

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE FEBRUARY 25, 2026
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING

The February 25, 2026 Congregational Council Meeting was
held in-person in the Parlour and by Zoom.
We began Lent with our Ash Wednesday service on February 18,

2026. Due to inclement weather attendance was lower than
average.

COUNCIL MEETING

Pastor Jeff announced that there will be a change in leadership of
our Sunday School next year as both our superintendant Paula McNaughton, and one of our
long-time teachers Karen McLeod are stepping down after the end of this school year. We
are thankful for their years of faithful service, and are in the process of looking for persons
to step into these roles.

Pastor Jeff will be participating in the Coldest Night of the Year walk on Saturday, February
28th and is very thankful for the support he has received from members of our congregation.

Coffee Hour held on February 15th was well attended. A soup lunch is being planned for
March 15th.

The February Seniors' Luncheon was well attended and very positive comments have been
received. The March Seniors' Luncheon will be held on Friday, March 13, 2026.

Tickets will soon be available for our fundraising concert to be held on May 31, 2026 in the
sanctuary.

The Annual Congregational Meeting of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church will be held on
Sunday, March 8, 2026 after the morning Worship Service.




Congregational Council approved the recommendations of the Endowment Fund Committee
for allocation of the net income in 2025 to be disbursed in 2026. The proposed 2026 income
disbursement report will be presented at the Annual Congregational Meeting in March.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

. CWLDREN'g 4 There is NO Sunday School on Sunday March 15h.

Sunday ;5 J
School

A reminder to all that we are a nut-free Sunday School. Please
remember that Sunday School ends at 11:15 A.M. We ask that
parents/guardians wait until that time before coming for your
child(ren).

After 8 ' years of being Sunday School Coordinator (2™ term), I will be stepping
down as Sunday School Coordinator as of May 31, 2026. Karen McLeod who currently is
the teacher of the grades 5/6 will be stepping down as a Sunday School Teacher after 10
years of service (2" term). This is the perfect opportunity for the younger generation to take
the helm.

Any one interested in either job, please contact Pastor Jeff.

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION FOR SEPTEMBER 2026

Parents/Grandparents: Have you registered your child(ren) or Grandchild(ren) for Sunday
School? By Registering them is not a commitment for them having to be here every Sunday.
By Registering them, helps us arrange our classes and arrange for the number of teachers we
need.

Children/Grandchildren eligible for Sunday School include any child turning four (4) years
of age in 2026 right through to children in Grade 6.

If a child(ren) has left the Sunday School program for any reason and would like to return,
they are more than welcome!




It is quite easy to register them. All we require is the child(ren)’s name(s), current grade(s)
as of September 2026. You may email the information to zionluth.sscoord@outlook.com

All children/grandchildren of members need to be registered to attend Sunday School. Any
visiting families with children 4 years of age in 2026 are welcome without registering.

I look forward to hearing from you.
Thank you for your assistance and co-operation.

Paula McNaughton,
Sunday School Coordinator

“SENIORS’ LUNCHEON REPORT”

The “February” Seniors’ Luncheon was attended by 52 people
who enjoyed another delicious meal consisting of dressed pork,
mashed potatoes, mixed vegetables, coleslaw, gravy, rolls and a
variety of pies for dessert.

The theme for this luncheon was “What Is A Friend”! Mary-
Lou gave a little talk on the subject “What Is A Friend” which
truly made one think about friendship. She and Janet shopped
for supplies for anyone interested to make their own valentine
for the*“special” friend in their life. I saw a few and they were
very creative and beautiful. It was an exercise that looked to be
enjoyed by all!

Once again, a big “THANK YOU?” to our volunteers: Irene Ehgoetz who attended to the
door; Dianne Mann and her kitchen helpers and servers: Sheila Wittig, Laurie Snow, Sonya
Fischer, Marilyn Neumeister, Marie Ehgoetz and Carmen Beck. Congratulations to all on
another successful luncheon! A special “THANK YOU” to Dianne Mann who went all out
with her Valentine’s Day decorations.

Dianne Mann made a beautiful Valentine bear, “Miss Pinky”, that was won by Steve &
Marg Lamont. It went to the person who had the closet birthday to the day of the luncheon
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which happened to be Steve (February 12™). A picture of the proud winners can be seen in
the following photos.

Isn’t Miss Pinky just adorable? Homemade by Dianne Mann!




Beautiful decorations Dianne!




Gnomes are popular for Valentine’s Day too!




A Happy Crowd




Proud Winners of “Miss Pinky”. Congratulations Steve & Marg!

SAVE THE DATE

Winter got you down? Then come and join us for the Seniors’ Luncheon
on Friday, March 13, 2026 from Noon until 2:00 PM. Please forgive us
for the short notice here. It has also been published in the weekly bulletin.

Scott Beaudin, a vocalist from the Stratford Festival will entertain us. Price
is $20.00. Hope to see you there!

L“:ffm<~wr.\
Seniors
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The next Seniors’ Luncheon will be held on Friday, April 10", The topic

will be “Monarch Butterflies”.

A reminder to enlighten you on how the process for the Seniors’ Luncheon works.

Please remember that if you say that you will attend the luncheon, your name is added
to the list of participants. On the Tuesday before the luncheon being held on the Friday,
the number of participants is called in to the caterer to order that number of meals. It
is at this time we are committed to pay for the number of meals we have ordered.




INVITATION

Members and Friends of Zion Lutheran Church Invite you to Zion’s next

SENIORS’ LUNCHEON
On FRIDAY, MARCH 13™ 2026

Starting at 12:00 Noon

202 Erie Street — enter off Erie Street
519-271-8527
Wheelchair accessible
On the Queensland bus route

$20.00
Entertainment: “Scott Beaudin, a Vocalist from the Stratford Festival”

Worship on Sundays is at 10:00 A.M.
Everyone Welcome!!!

“SOUPS ON” COMES TO ZION

You are invited to come out and join your hosts, Fred
Riehl and the Congregational Life Committee for a
delicious bowl of homemade soup and trimmings.

A “Sign Up” sheet has been placed on the table at the
back of the Sanctuary. We ask that you sign it and the
number of adults and children who will be attending. A
donation of $5.00 for adults would be greatly appreciated.
It smells delicious just talking about it and will be a nice
social event as we make our way to Spring.

Hope to see you there!!!




THE SEASON OF LENT

# LENTEN LUNCHES: Presented by Stratford Council of Churches &
| Kiwanis Club

Every Wednesday of Lent
Immaculate Conception Church
50 Well Street, Stratford
12:00 - 1:00 PM
$15 / person at the door

Speaker Schedule:
March 4 — Bruno Hacquebard (Jubilee Stratford Church)
March 11 — Sarah MclIntyre-Roy (CMHA Connection Centre)
March 18 — Jeff Laustsen (Zion Lutheran Church)
March 25 — Charlie Swartwood (Bethel Penecostal Church)

Got questions about Lenten Lunches?
John Patterson (519-273-3523)
Charlie Swartwood (519-272-7111)

STRATFORD CONNECTION CENTRE

Due to overwhelming generosity, the
Because everyjone Connection Centre is currently accepting

deserves ONLY the following items:
‘I M * New underwear, size medium

* Water resistant winter boots

"‘ sl * Handwarmers
* Razors and deodorant
* Laundry soap
* Grab & go snacks or baked goods

RA FORD

If you are interested in donating to the Connection Centre or Warming Centre, please note the
following;

- Donations are ONLY accepted Monday to Friday, between 12:00-4:30, unless pre-arranged or you
may drop off donations in the bins at the back of the Sanctuary or inside the office entrance door.

- At this time they cannot accept anything that is not listed, they will update as their needs change!

- Supporting Goodwill and Value Village DOES support their participants, they collaborate with each
other regularly to meet people's needs!

- Any donations must be functional and clean. If you wouldn't wear it then our folks shouldn't either




- We CANNOT accept expired food, or food items past their 'best before date'
Thank you for continuing to support the Connection Centre so they can support our vulnerable

neighbours! v

Please drop off donations in the bins located at the back of the Sanctuary
or inside the office entrance door.

The sandwich makers for the Connection Centre would greatly appreciate
donations of food gift cards from Walmart or Food Basics. Any support you
are able to provide is most welcome.

Thank You!




Volunteers assist with our Sunday morning worship services. Listed below are those who
serve in March as a reminder and as a “thank you” for serving.

Greeters

Readers

Usher
Captains

Altar
Guild

Counting
Captains

Ellen Wolfe &
Carmen Beck

Fritz
Steigmeier

Jerry
Terhaerdt

Shirley
Whittaker

Mary-Lou
Drown

Bob & Marilyn
Wells

Linda
Faulhafer

Darrell
Renecker

Ellen
Wolfe

NO
COUNTERS

Tom & Joanne
Cosstick

Glenn
Rittinger

Tom
Cosstick

Carmen
Beck

NO
COUNTERS

Gerald & Isabel
Cook

Mary-Lou
Drown

Brian
Coe

Sister
Jean

NEW
SCHEDULE

Brad & Sherri
Beatty

Carmen
Beck

Jerry
Terhaerdt

Shirley
Whittaker

NEW
SCHEDULE

“THANK YOU?” to our Volunteers for giving of your time!

Worship would not be the same without you!!




