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PASTOR’S DEVOTIONAL

“All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name
him Emmanuel,” which means, ‘God is with us.”” — Matthew 1:22-23.

It appears that the day after Halloween has become the unofficial beginning of

the Christmas season in our communities. Christmas lights appear on houses
lighting up the night sky, and Christmas trees stand in the living rooms of homes throughout
the city. Christmas music can be heard on the radio, and the stores are filled with gifts and
decorations for this festive season. While the church does not begin its celebration of the birth
of our Saviour until the actual day of Christmas, many of us still begin to make our homes
festive for this “most wonderful time of the year.” In our home, that means putting up our
tree, decorating it with our favourite ornaments (which since Rania came into our lives are all
unbreakable!), and placing other special Christmas items throughout our house. One of the
most special of these Christmas decorations is in the nativity scene that my Aunt Luise brought
over from Germany, the creche, that was in our family home for years and now graces our
home as a reminder of the birth of Jesus in the manger in Bethlehem. While it is not the most
elaborate or expensive nativity set, it holds special memories of celebrations of Christmas in
the past and the special people with whom we celebrated the holiday who are no longer with
us for this day of the Nativity of Our Lord.

As we begin our celebrations of Christmas, we also enter into a season in which we remember
the special people in our lives, our churches, and our nation who are gone from our sight.
Sunday, November 1 is All Saints’ Day, the day in which we give thanks for “all the saints



http://www.zionstratford.com/
mailto:zionlc@golden.net

who from their labours rest.” We remember the saints of the church whose names are
remembered and immortalized in churches, schools, and hospitals; we also remember the
saints who blessed us in our lives and whose memory remains a blessing to us. At our All
Saints worship, we especially remember those saints among us who died in the past year,
praying that God will also “renew our trust in you that by the power of your love we shall one
day be brought together with our [sisters and brothers].” (ELW Funeral).

On November 11, we pause along with our fellow Canadians on the “eleventh hour of the
eleventh day of the eleventh month” to remember those who gave their lives for the sake of
our nation and the freedom of “our home and native land.” We recite the immortal words of
John McCrae’s In Flanders Fields, remembering those who “short days ago we lived, felt
dawn, saw sunset glow, loved and were loved, and now we lie, in Flanders fields.” As we
pause as a nation on this solemn day, we pray that God will “hear us as we make memorial of
those who laid down their lives for freedom and truth [and] help us to be faithful and true to
those ideals for which they fought and died.” (Chaplain’s Manual, Royal Canadian Legion).

While our festive celebrations of Christmas may feel very different from our solemn
observances of All Saints’ Day and Remembrance Day, there is an element of remembrance
in our gatherings in this season of comfort and joy. We remember the birth of Jesus in the
manger in Bethlehem, and that in his birth in the city of David “the hopes and fears of all the
years are met in thee tonight.” (ELW Hymn 279). We remember the message of the angel to
the shepherds, bringing “good news of great joy to all the people: to you is born this day in
the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). We remember the
words of St. Paul to Titus that in the birth of Jesus “the grace of God has appeared, bringing
salvation to all ... while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our
great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:11-13). As we remember our Saviour’s birth,
we also remember those with whom we shared Christmas celebrations in the past who will no
longer be present for our holiday gatherings. On my desk is a photo of my father and his
brothers and sisters with whom I shared many family Christmas celebrations in my childhood;
today, all but one of them has passed away. The memory of those who have died can make
Christmas an especially painful time as we find ourselves mourning when others are
celebrating. For persons who find themselves in a place that feels far from festive, a Blue
Christmas service offers an opportunity to gather with others who remember and mourn,
praying “for the grace to bear my sufferings as Christ bore his for me, knowing my sufferings
are not like his and not like others, yet shared with the universal longings for all humanity:
real and painful and deep, no need for comparison, only companionship.”’(Blue Christmas: A
Longest Night Service).

e “Some come because they are mourning the death of a loved one. Some are far from
home. Some suffer from illness, addiction, or estrangement. Some are lonely,




struggling financially, or in conflict with another. Some hurt because of the great pain,
need, and violence in our nation and world. The reasons for coming are many. We
gather in the midst of suffering to remember God is good. God is strong. God is near.
We are not alone, and we have every reason to hold on to hope.” — Lisa Ann Moss
Degrenia.

The coming weeks will offer many opportunities for us to remember: all the saints whose
memories are a blessing to us, all who laid down their lives in Flanders field and other fields
of combat; and those with whom we gathered to remember and celebrate the birth of our
Saviour. Our memories may be joyful, and they may also be painful; but amid the mixture of
conflicting feelings and memories, may we join with God’s people who found hope in their
remembrance that “the steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to
an end; they are new every morning, great is your faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3:22-24). May
our moments of remembrance be met with the Word of God which calls us to remember that
no matter how dark our moments of remembrance may be, the light of Christ shines before us
and the love of God abides with us always!

Yours in Remembrance and Hope,
Pastor Jeff Laustsen

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SEPTEMBER 23, 2026
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING

H H The September 23, 2026 Congregational Council Meeting was
HIGHLIGHTS held in-person in the Parlour.
.

\ The two training sessions for the Chairlifts were completed with
\ Darrell Rennecker giving very clear instructions on how to use

the chairlifts. As a result, we have more members trained on the
operation of the chairlifts, in addition to our weekly Usher Captains. This will assist us in
selecting a member to oversee the operation of the Chairlifts at events other than Sunday
mornings. As an added benefit of the training sessions, members who attended the training
session who use the Chairlifts are now familiar as far as using the chairlift on their own, if
they wish, without the assistance of the Usher Captain.

A special Congregational Council Meeting was scheduled for Saturday, October 17 to review
the Future Directions Task Force Report.




The first Seniors’ Luncheon for the fall was held on September 11" and the October Seniors’

Luncheon was held on October 9™, The next Seniors’ Luncheon will be Friday, November
13™,

The first Coffee Hour for the fall will be held on October 18" and will be sponsored by Judy
Stanley. Volunteer sponsors are needed for future Coffee Hours.

To date, the choir pews have not been returned to the chancel area. We have several groups
looking at booking our church for concerts and it is becoming too difficult to move the heavy
pews. Alternative seating arrangements for the choir members is being considered currently.

We have had several new requests for rentals. The Stratford Symphony Orchestra will be
using the sanctuary for a Chamber Concert on Thursday, November 5. The Huron Perth
Centre will be holding counselling sessions for youth and their parents on Tuesday evenings
for 17 weeks in our church parlour.

Donations/offerings, can continue to be completed via our Church website, including
additional options for E-Transfer and QR Code on our church website, in addition to the PAR
program, mailing cheques or dropping off donations either at the Church office weekday
mornings or in the locked mailbox at your convenience.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE OCTOBER 21, 2026
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING

The October 21, 2026 Congregational Council Meeting was held
in-person in the Parlour.

Thirty-eight people attended the Coffee Hour on Sunday, October
18, 2026, sponsored by Judy Stanley. The next Coffee Hour will
be Sunday, November 15, 2026, sponsored by Shirley Whittaker.
People are enjoying this social time so it is hoped that we can have
two Coffee Hours each month. More volunteer sponsors are needed for this to happen.

Council
Highlights

The parking lot re-paving has been completed and the parking spaces clearly marked. We
received a government grant of $3,000.00 and have updated the lighting in two Sunday School
rooms and the two rooms used by Avon Mennonite Church. The new lighting has made a
huge improvement along with being more economical.

Investigations are continuing regarding the choir pews in the chancel area.




Congregational Council held a special meeting on Saturday, September 17™ to review the
Future Directions Task Force Report and to consider where we are at now and what do we
need to do going forward. A list of items was created which will require further investigation.
A Visioning discussion will take place at each of our monthly meetings to review what
progress is being made on these items.

One of the items discussed that will be completed immediately is to return the visitor
envelopes to the pews. We were required to remove them when COVID happened.

Donations/offerings, can continue to be completed via our Church website, including
additional options for E-Transfer and QR Code on the church website, in addition to the PAR
program, mailing cheques or dropping off donations either at the Church office weekday
mornings or in the locked mailbox at your convenience.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

Since September we have been busy learning some very important bible

lessons and having a lot of fun. This year we have added hands on

activities into each lesson for all of our grades. We are starting to put

together our Christmas program for December and look forward to

sharing our hard work with the entire congregation on December 13,

2026. We are looking forward to hosting a Sunday school Christmas
party on Saturday December 5, 2026, for all Sunday School members. Details are still
being sorted out at this time.

This year we have been utilizing our wonderful craft supplies each week. It is great to see

the children show their personality and creativity. Our Sunday school will also be creating
our background and props for this year’s Christmas program.

**With the change in seasons many of us are going through our houses and making space

for the new seasons ahead. If you are looking to get rid of any craft supplies, board games,
fabric scraps etc. we will be happy to take them off your hands**

Do you have a child who is 4 years to 12 years of age? We would love for them to join us on
Sundays. If you have not yet registered, or have a child in Sunday School and haven’t
updated their information, we have made it easier to do so this year with our online form.
The form only takes a minute and once completed goes right to the Sunday School
Coordinator’s email.




You can follow this link https://form.jotform.com/262495846523063 or scan this QR code

to be taken directly to the form. If you prefer to register/ update your information on a paper
copy we are happy to provide you with one.

Kayla Cook-Montgomery
Sunday School Coordinator

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

More Poppies from Zion's Prayer Shawl Ministry will be
part of the Remembrance Day Poppy Banners displayed

throughout Stratford in honour of our veterans again this
year.

Winter is approaching and children and adults confined in home, hospital, other places of
care, and outside, with sporadic shelter exposed to the elements benefit from a knitted item
to cover them with warmth.

The much appreciated yarn contributions, individual donations and Zion's support enables us
to create items for distribution.

As November's winter draws us in, the Blessings of Christmas remind us to reach out to
share our talents and gifts. We are Blessed to be able do so.

Peace be with You and Those in Your Thoughts and Prayers at Christmas and Always

The Prayer Shawl Women
Nancy, Gerry, Heidi, Ruth, Jean, Alvina, Darlene and Lois

WOMEN OF FAITH
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The next WOF meeting will be on Saturday. December 5" at 9:30
AM in the Church Parlour. We will be packing the Christmas
"Care Bags" and delivering them when finished.

At noon we will gather at Swiss Chalet Restaurant for our
Christmas luncheon. All Zion ladies are welcome to attend.

Please call Darlene Illman (519-271-0996) or Wendy Hansen (519-
271-4664) by Tuesday December 1% if you can join us.

We wish everyone a Blessed Christmas season.

Wendy Hansen & Darlene [llman

SENIORS’ LUNCHEONS

SAVE THE DATES

NOVEMBER 13T

- Come for a sweet talk! Meet Chocolatier, Derek Barr who has been
¢ making chocolate for the last twenty-three (23) years at his
NIORS “Chocolate Barr’s” Candy Store. He will talk about the chocolate

LUNCHEON business and his new expansion.

DECEMBER 11™

Special guest with Christmas entertainment and Christmas surprises!

For our December meal, we are asking that, if able, you bring a non-perishable item for the
House of Blessing. Thank you!

A reminder to enlighten you on how the process for the Seniors’ Luncheon works.

Please remember that if you say that you will attend the luncheon, your name is added
to the list of participants. On the Tuesday before the luncheon being held on the Friday,
the number of participants is called in to the caterer to order that number of meals. It
is at this time we are committed to pay for the number of meals we have ordered.




INVITATION

Members & Friends
of Zion Lutheran Church 3
'i Invite you to our next Seniors' Lunches 3“

* Friday, November 13th *
* Friday, December 11th *

For our December luncheon, if able,
could you please bring a non- penshable
item for the House of Blessing.

Luncheons start at 12:00 Noon
202 Erie St.- enter off Erie St.
519-271-8527

Wheelchair accessible
On the Queensland Bus Route

$20.00
Worship on Sunday is at 10:00 A.M.
Everyone Welcome!
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OFFERING ENVELOPES UPDATE

Offeloin Due to the rising cost of everything these days, including the offering
envelopes, we are making them available by request only. Simply call

EHVEI_QPBS Jane in the office at 519-271-8527.

e :f:,—/_/\ Offering envelopes will no longer have a date or envelope number pre-
v ? A \, printed on them (see a copy below). In the new design there is a
> G~ (__3 designated spot for you to print your envelope number. It is very

a%/‘ important that your envelope number be put on the envelope you are
putting on the offering plate in order for it to be included on your

Contribution Statement for Income Tax .
For those of you who give your offerings monthly or less frequent than weekly, you will be able to
use your box of envelopes into the next year. This will eliminate waste. As envelopes are ordered
in July, | will publish in the June/July/August Newsletter and weekly bulletins in June a request for
anyone needing a new supply of envelopes. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
call Jane in the office at 519-271-8527.

=
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Envelope #

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

STRATFORD, ONTARIO
CURRENT EXPENSES BENEVOLENCES

$ $

Please indicate how enclosed offering is to be divided.

“Let us not allow slackness to spoil our work and let us keep the fires of the spirit burning
as we do our work for God.” - Rom. 12

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

You will find, as part of this package being given to you, your Contribution Statement for
offerings received up to October 25, 2026.

Please note that Newsletters will be emailed to those who already receive them via email.




FOOD FOR THOUGHT

A member has submitted the Scripture reading below found in “Eternity for
Today”, a book of Daily Scripture Readings for Reflection and Prayer.

Saturday, October 3

Read: Psalm 25:1-8

Living in the light

Make me know your ways O LORD; teach me your paths.
(verse 4)

Have you ever wondered what it would be like
to be in the crowd listening to Jesus speak? To
hang onto every word, to want to know more, to be
soothed by his calm presence?

By living a life of faith, steeped in prayer, we can
experience this close and meaningful relationship. In
our prayer lives, listening is as important as speak-
ing. As we quiet the sound of our own voice in gentle
stillness, we give opportunity to hear more clearly. At
first, the silence may be uncomfortable and perhaps
even impossible, but as the calm stillness sets in, we
are able to hear with heart and mind.

The way of the Lord is love, the path to the Lord
is love. God desires of us very little other than to love
God and love our neighbour as ourselves—especially
those who think, act and live differently than we do.
The two great commandments.

God of love, we thank you for loving us so perfectly that
you sent your only Son to live among us, to teach us, to
inspire us. Help us to listen more clearly, to love more
deeply and to trust more fully. Our hearts are restless
until they find their rest in you. In Jesus’ name, we pray.
Amen.

- Rev. Allison Agius




STRATFORD CONNECTION CENTRE

The Stratford Connection Centre
Because everyone (located at 9 Douro Street inside St.

) Paul's Anglican Church) is currently
4 ?% facing critically low donation levels
oA

and is in urgent need of grab-and-go
sl food 1tem§, drinks, trans.lt support, and
C NNECTION select basic-needs supplies. [1, 2, 3]

e by: Nnm,-:n »-.-':~

Current Urgent Needs
Grab-and-go snacks (granola bars, trail mix, cookies, cheese and crackers, fruit cups)
Drinks (bottled water, juice boxes, Gatorade/electrolyte drinks)
Transit tickets (local bus tickets)
New socks and underwear
Lightly used footwear
Outerwear (rain jackets, baseball caps)
Personal hygiene and basic care items (hairbrushes, hygiene wipes) [1, 2]

Donation Guidelines
Please note that the centre cannot accept general clothing donations outside of
specific seasonal/outerwear needs, new undergarments, and footwear.
Items must be clean and in good, usable condition (no rips, stains, or heavy wear).
It is strongly recommended to call ahead at (519) 271-6819 ext. 405 or contact
United Way Perth-Huron to coordinate drop-off times

For convenience, you may drop off donations here at Zion in the bins located at the
back of the Sanctuary or inside the office entrance door.

Thank you for continuing to support the Connection Centre so they can support our vulnerable
neighbours! v

The sandwich makers for the Connection Centre would greatly appreciate donations of food
gift cards from Walmart or Food Basics. Any support you are able to provide is most welcome.
Thank You!



https://www.stratfordbeaconherald.com/news/local-news/connection-centre-in-need-as-donations-reach-all-time-low
https://www.stratford.ca/media/u54btksj/appendix-k.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/stratfordconnect/posts/3496513860522959/
https://www.facebook.com/stratfordconnectionscentre/posts/as-the-weather-changes-our-needs-list-changes-too-new-or-gently-used-winter-coat/159814910020345/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/stratfordconnect/posts/3496513860522959/
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Greeters

Readers

Usher
Captains

Altar
Guild

Counting
Captains

November 1

Gerry & Janet
Ahrens

Tom
Waschkowski

Jerry
Terhaerdt

Shirley
Whittaker

Janet
Chandler

Audrey Miller &
Mervyn Dietz

Fritz
Steigmeier

Tom
Cosstick

Ellen
Wolfe

Shirley
Whittaker

Darrell & Judy
Renecker

Aline
Kouhi-Klemencic

Darrell
Renecker

Carmen
Beck

Shirley
Whittaker

Wayne & Linda
Faulhafer

Stephen
Fischer

Brian
Coe

Sister Jean

Irene
Ehgoetz

Tom & Joanne
Cosstick

Murray
Scholl

Jerry
Terhaerdt

Shirley
Whittaker

Irene
Ehgoetz

December 6

Ron & Nancy
Hesas

Isabel
Cook

Tom
Cosstick

Ellen
Wolfe

Audrey
Miller

December 13

Darrell & Judy
Renecker

Linda
Faulhafer

Darrell
Renecker

Carmen
Beck

Audrey
Miller

December 20

Ellen Wolfe
Carmen Beck

Glenn
Rittinger

Brian
Coe

Sister Jean

Laurie
Snow

December 24

VOLUNTEER
NEEDED

VOLUNTEER
NEEDED

Tom
Waschkowski

VOLUNTEER
NEEDED

VOLUNTEER
NEEDED

VOLUNTEER
NEEDED

Shirley
Whittaker

Sister Jean

NO
COUNTERS

NO
COUNTERS

December 25

VOLUNTEER
NEEDED

VOLUNTEER
NEEDED

VOLUNTEER
NEEDED

Ellen
Wolfe

NO
COUNTERS

December 27

Gerald & Isabel
Cook

Mary-Lou
Drown

Tom
Cosstick

Ellen
Wolfe

NO
COUNTERS

“THANK YOU?” to our Volunteers for giving of your time!
Worship would not be the same without you!!
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